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“It takes a village to raise a child.”  This is an old cliché that we have heard many times, 
especially in education.  This cliché backs up the idea that parental and community involvement 
in schooling is very important and that it is not simply the teacher’s job to educate, but rather it is 
a team effort.  As we have seen, there are varying levels of parental involvement in education, 
often with higher-class parents having a greater amount of participation than lower class parents 
(Lareau, 2000).  However, I will also argue that there could be a link between the incarceration 
rate in this country and the lack of parental and community involvement.   
 From all of our readings, it is clear that a partnership between the school and parents can 
greatly increase the educational opportunity.  Schools that achieve success with a majority of 
their students normally get a lot of support and cooperation from the parents (Noguera, 2004).  
Great leadership is needed to create this cooperation, such as the principal at Urban Alternative 
High School.  He made it a priority to participate in the community and felt that in order to 
positively affect the students at school, first he had to have a positive effect on the community in 
order to build that trust (Khalifa, 2012).  Both Noguera and Khalifa back up Lareau’s discussion 
that parental involvement is important and has positive effects on students.  This should come as 
no surprise.  What comes as a surprise is the fact that if we know that parental involvement is an 
important factor in education, why do we often see a lack of that parental or community 
involvement from marginalized students?   
 Critical Race Theory might argue that this lack of involvement might come from how the 
parents are treated by the school.  Often, Latin parents feel mistreated when they come to school 
or talk to teachers on the phone (Villenas & Deyhle, 1999).  No one, no matter what their race, 
likes to be disrespected or talked down to, so if that is what parents feel when they enter the 
school, it should not surprise anyone that those same parents do not feel a drive to come in and 
volunteer in the classroom.  I agree with Villenas and Deyhle that mistreatment of minorities 
could be a reason that communities have less trust in the schools and are less involved, but I 
would also like to argue that there could be another reason for the lack of community 
involvement from the marginalized.  Based on the videos and readings in this course, I believe 
that one reason that families and communities of marginalized students are not as involved is the 
incarceration rate of this country.   
 The United States of America incarcerates a greater percentage of our population than 
any other country on earth (CBS News, 2012).  This mass incarceration, even compared to a 
caste system in America (Alexander, 2010), is focused on poor people of color, the very same 
types of people who we talk about as being marginalized in our schools.  So the question is, how 
can parents and communities be involved if they are thrown in jail at such a high rate?  The 
answer is easy, it is impossible.  Some marginalized students do not have the necessary amount 
of parental involvement simply because those parents are not there.  Our society uses the cliché 
that “it takes a village to raise a child”, and then it attempts to take so much of that village away 
from the child!  
 I believe a strong male influence in a child’s life is very important for them.  That is not 
to say that a single mother cannot raise a child, but a male influence is very important.  This 
point was also raised in the movie Bloods and Crips: Made in America.  Many of the young men 
who turned to gangs were children without a father.  Many of those fathers were a part of the 
statistics that make this country have the highest incarceration rate on the planet (Jones, Luczo, 
& Peralta, 2000).  So when those boys did not have the positive male influence in their lives, 
they went and sought it out else where.  That is why some of them turned to gangs because they 
had “older brothers” to look after them and guide them.  They were often guided down the wrong 



	   3	  

path, but they just sought guidance.  This high incarceration rate makes it very difficult on the 
single mothers to not only work to support their children, but also try to raise them properly, 
making next to no time to possibly come to school to volunteer.   Unfortunately, when these 
young men grow up without strong male influences because so many of them are in jail, it often 
leads to perpetuating the cycle of heading down the wrong path.   
 Many could argue against that theory and simply say, they broke the law and they 
deserve to be punished.  Why should we feel bad for criminals?  On some level I would agree 
with that.  However, it is important to look at how police and the judicial system target people of 
color.  Despite the fact that black people use drugs at the same rate as white people, three out of 
four people in jail for drugs are black (CBS News, 2012).  Why are there so many more black 
people in jail for the exact same crime as white people?  “Enhanced police presence in poor 
neighborhoods and communities of color; racial profiling” (Brewer & Heitzeg, p. 637, 2008).  So 
even though marginalized citizens are committing drug crimes at the exact same rate as white 
people, the government and police are working much harder to arrest and jail people of color.  
When the “village” goes away, there is less of a community available to raise the child and to 
participate in school functions.  I believe that of the many factors that contribute to less parent 
involvement from poor people, the high incarceration rate of poor people of color is one of the 
biggest reasons.   

Besides actually recognizing the fact that the incarceration rate could be a contributing 
factor to our marginalized students, there is little I can do to remedy it.  However, as a teacher, 
there is still a lot that I can individually do to increase parental involvement.  Instead of using the 
schools to better the community, I should use the community to better the school.  Khalifa and 
Noguera both touch on this when they discuss home visits and establishing a trust between the 
community and the school.  Without trust, we just continue down the same path that has 
produced negative outcomes for marginalized students.  It is up to me as the teacher to gain that 
trust and establish a partnership with the families and the community that is there.  A great way 
to accomplish this is to make home visits.  It is also very important that we not speak down to 
parents or students and treat them with the utmost respect, the same way that we would want to 
be treated.  I was able to accomplish this 5 years ago when I was teaching summer school in 
Detroit.  I was working in Mexican Town and all of my students were English Second Language 
speakers.  In order to prove myself to be worthy of their trust, every day after school I would 
walk outside with the students and say goodbye to the students and hello to the parents as they 
were waiting for them just outside the school.  As it was all ESL students, obviously their parents 
were Spanish speaking as well.  Noguera touched on communication briefly, claiming, “To 
insure that maximum opportunity was provided for open communication, all of the sessions with 
Spanish speaking parents were conducted in Spanish” (Noguera, 2004).  It was not only me, the 
white teacher, that walked down with the students, but also my Spanish speaking co-teacher who 
came.  This provided open lines of communication for everyone involved and greatly increased 
the trust and eventual outcomes for the students.  While we may live in an unjust world of mass 
incarceration, as teachers we must focus on controlling what we can, which is working hard to 
communicate with the communities that are there and working together to provide positive 
outcomes for those that are most important, our students.   
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