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Question 1 
 

Argument 
For many years, black and white people did not co-exist in this country.  There 

were separate bathrooms, drinking fountains and benches for blacks and whites.  While 
legislation has been adopted to put an end to this “separate but equal” lifestyle, for one 
small town in Mississippi, some things remain unchanged.  Prom Night in Mississippi is a 
documentary about the high school in Charleston, Mississippi.  Despite the fact that the 
school has been integrated for over 40 years, the tradition of a “separate but equal” prom 
still exists.  Inspired by the support of actor Morgan Freeman, the students decided that it 
was time to challenge the rationale of “that is how it’s always been done” and for the first 
time in school history, have one joint prom for both black and white students.  I will use 
the readings in module three to argue that both Baez’s idea of integration (Baez, 2002) as 
well as Razack’s idea about “stealing other people’s pain” (Razack, 2007) support the 
mixed race prom as a social justice initiative.   

 
Integration 

Social justice is the idea that everyone has not only an equal opportunity, but also 
that the dignity of every human being is recognized.  The white majority started the 
separate proms and continuing to practice this segregation does not recognize black 
citizen’s dignity.  The mixed race prom is and attempt at ending the perception that black 
people are “out of the norm.”  Integrating people, or bringing everyone together, 
recognizes everyone’s dignity, which is an attempt at social justice. Benjamin Baez 
discusses the benefits of integrating races in a school.  He emphasizes, “…the benefits of 
diversity in a nutshell: it enriches students’ educational experiences, promotes personal 
growth and a healthy society, strengthens communities and the workplace…”(Baez, p. 
386, 2002).  As teachers, we need to strive for more.  It is not our job to simply teach 
math facts or English grammar, we need to strive to create better human beings!  The 
essence of Baez’s argument is that we can achieve that goal through diversity.  By 
integrating races, we can not only improve the educational experience, but also attain 
personal growth from our students.  

Similarly, George Theoharis recognizes the pros of integration.  When discussing 
how principals were able to improve the success of all students, not just the white, middle 
class students, he claimed, “Six of the seven principals led an elimination of pullout and 
segregated programs at their schools” (Theoharis, p. 233, 2007).  To put it another way, 
desegregating the students was one way that many of the principals in the study chose to 
improve the school structure.  An improved school structure led to social justice.  It was a 
major factor in improving the quality of education that the students received just like the 
mixed race prom allows for the students to have a more enjoyable time.   

Moving forward, personal growth of students will lead to personal growth of the 
community.  When discussing groups of “others” compared to the “norm” in the article, 
Made in the (Multicultural) U.S.A., Nina Asher argues, “Even today, fear, anger, 
defensiveness, resistance, and even hatred toward such ‘others’ are not uncommon 
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responses” (Asher, p. 68, 2007).  Although I agree with Asher up to a point, I cannot 
accept the conclusion that those feelings are only towards the “others.”  The documentary 
featured interviews of both black and white parents who showed at least one of those 
emotions.  It was not only how the white citizens felt about the black citizens, these 
feelings were a two way street.  The mixed race prom was an attempt at not only 
providing personal growth for students, but also acceptance for the entire community.  
With growth of the community, social justice can be achieved because the members can 
look past their differences and no one group will have access to unearned privileges that 
another group does not have. That is not to say that simply recognizing that racism exists 
will end it.  However, when citizens are able to experience the benefits that Baez 
discussed, they will see first hand how much better a socially just world can be. 

 
Stealing the Pain of Others 

In her article, Stealing the Pain of Others, Sherene Razack reflects on Canadian 
humanitarian responses.  She discusses specifically the Rwandan genocide and how white 
people participated in the effort to help.  Stealing the pain of others means that the white 
humanitarians would take the pain of the Rwandans and turn it into the good feeling that 
they would get from contemplating their own humanity.  Instead of focusing on the 
problems that the Rwandans were having, the pain of the volunteers were voiced with 
ideas like the military wasn’t efficient enough (Razack, 2007).  Stealing pain could be 
seen in the documentary when the white friends, Jessica and T.J. were next to their black 
friend Calvin.  They talked about getting pulled over by an officer and how Calvin was 
strip searched on the side of the road.  TJ and Jessica stole his pain and took it on as their 
own.  This caused them to see the injustice and was one of the reasons they supported the 
mixed race prom.  If they were not able to feel the pain of their black friend, maybe just 
like Jessica’s parents, they would feel superior to their black friend and not feel the need 
to create social justice.  While I agree with Razack in that stealing the pain of others can 
be a bad thing because it can mitigate the voice of the oppressed, I believe that for 
Jessica, it helped her see the oppression in Charleston.   

Furthermore, in her article Beyond Awareness, Nana Osei-Kofi continues this 
point of stealing the pain of others.  She argues, “In so doing, speaking on behalf of 
others brings with it a sense of moral authority as a result of deeply feeling the other’s 
pain” (Osei-Kofi, p. 390, 2011).  When this white girl spoke about the injustice of her 
friend being treated unfairly, she had a sense of moral authority.  She contrasted herself 
to her parents as people who were not accepting of black people; they did not stand on 
the same moral ground as her.  While she took on the pain of her black friend, she did not 
completely steal it because he still had a voice. He was able to tell his story of 
discrimination, so we do not just feel bad for the white girl.  Again, it is this pain that is a 
part of what made her support the mixed race prom in an attempt to attain social justice. 

 
Conclusion 

“That is how it has always been done.”  That is not now, nor has it ever been a 
good enough reason to resist change.  With the globalization of the world, many things 
are changing at a very rapid rate.  Why should education be any different?  We as 
educators need to continue to push integration so that everyone can feel social justice.  
Since schools became integrated in America, there has clearly been an improvement for 
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social justice.  It is up to educators to continue this improvement and model students into 
adults who are accepting of everyone.  Not only will this be important in producing the 
type of results that Theoharis and Baez advocate for, but also with globalization, cultures 
from all over the world will continue to work closely together.  As teachers, it is 
imperative that this is the type of world that we are preparing our students for so that they 
can make a difference in this ever-changing world.   
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